Introduction

This document and supporting materials represent the collaboration of many people over several years to correlate the Archdiocese of Seattle K-6 Curriculum with the faith formation ministry known as the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.  Let us tell you how we came to engage in this work.

A variety of schools and parishes within the Archdiocese have adopted Catechesis of the Good Shepherd as part of their faith formation ministries.  Catechesis of the Good Shepherd uses Montessori principles to help children and adults listen to God in a specially prepared environment called the atrium. For the purposes of this document, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) refers to faith formation ministries at parishes or schools within the Archdiocese of Seattle that have the following characteristics:

· Offer faith formation experiences for children within a prepared environment that reflect the ideas inspired by Maria Montessori and developed by Sofia Cavalletti and Gianna Gobbi; 
· Have at least one catechist who is certified by the National Association for Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGSUSA)  for each CGS level that the parish or school offers;

· Offer access to ongoing formation experiences by formation leaders certified by CGSUSA;

· Strive to implement the 32 characteristics of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd as outlined in Cavalletti, Sofia, The Religious Potential of the Child Ages 6-12 Years Old, Appendix I:  “The Spirit of the Catechesis:  32 Points of Reflection.”

We recognize that there are other ministries in the Archdiocese that draw on Montessori principles.  While such programs may be similar to CGS in some respects, addressing the content of such other programs is beyond the scope of this document.

As CGS has blossomed in Western Washington, parishes and schools involved with this work have desired to clarify the position of CGS as a method of faith formation within the Archdiocese.  Several years ago, the Archdiocese adopted a curriculum that formulates in detail the student learning expectations for faith formation for grades K-6. The United States Catholic Council of Bishops (USCCB) has also conducted an evaluation of published religious education textbooks and has recommended several for use in the U.S. Because Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is not a book, however, it does not easily lend itself to evaluation under the USCCB guidelines.  The Archdiocese has recommended several of the “USCCB approved” textbooks for inclusion within Archdiocesan faith formation programs. With the advent of the more formal Archdiocese requirements for faith formation, some have wondered if CGS is “approved” by the Archdiocese.
Desiring to work in conjunction with the Archbishop and his staff, a small group of catechists sought to determine whether CGS could continue to journey alongside other faith formation programs as an acceptable vehicle for faith formation in the Archdiocese. Thus, a committee of catechists interested in this work agreed to take on the task of developing a document that correlates the Archdiocese curriculum with CGS.
After members of the committee met with Anne Frederick, Ed.D., Director of Religious Education for the Archdiocese, the committee eventually drafted a document that correlates the Archdiocese’s goals for grades K-6 with CGS presentations.  In addition, the committee has gathered supporting materials such as letters from pastors of parishes implementing CGS, and a list of parishes offering CGS in the Archdiocese.  In a related project, the committee provided the Archdiocese data about CGS atria around the Archdiocese.
After reviewing the correlation document and supporting materials, Anne Frederick met with members of our committee to indicate that CGS meets the requirements of the Archdiocese and parishes and schools are welcome to incorporate it into their faith formation plans. 
It is our hope that this work has raised the profile of CGS in the Archdiocese, leading to broader understanding of CGS.  We hope that this work can offer concrete assistance to parishes and schools considering implementing CGS.   We welcome ongoing dialogue between parishes, schools, and the Archdiocese to ensure that all children have the opportunity to fall more deeply in love with God.
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